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Project “Goody Bag”
By Lou Zauner

On Thursday, March 26, nearly 1,100 special 
pouches containing items of the 125th 

Anniversary memorabilia were delivered for 
every Home Member.

This project was initiated by Public 
Information Officer Jody Price, Member Advocate 
Dorothy Eliason, Chief of Post Fund Enterprises 
Tillie Crossman, and Kathy Pulliam from 
Residential Care. These ladies spent many hours 
putting the contents of the bags together - 1 hat, 
1 mug, 1 pen, 1 key chain and 2 dog tags. One 
dog tag is labeled for the Member to give to an 
employee as a gesture of appreciation and token 
of recognition of the past 125 years of service. And 
appreciation goes to the Property Department and 
Security’s Mike Venning, for the hours it took to 
deliver the bags.

Our sincere thanks and appreciation go to all 
of you for the Goody Bag gifts.
left - Ron Lee and Matt Lopez 
right - Jody Price, Tillie Crossman, and Dorothy Eliason.

One-hundred and 
twenty-five years 

ago, 13 veterans of 
the Civil and Mexican 
Wars, stood at the 
entrance of the newly-
built Home for sick, 
disabled and otherwise 
needy veterans.  
Following were another 
29 for a total of 42.  
Today, nearly 1,100 
Home Members are 
cared for by nearly 900 
Staff to become the 
largest veterans home 
in the United States.

Wednesday, April 
1, Founder’s Day 2009 
Home celebrations 
began at 11 a.m. for a superb luncheon of 
lobster bisque soup, fillet mignon au jus, baked 
potato, buttered beets and strawberry cake with 
blueberries.  

Following the luncheon, the celebration 
continued at the Chapel. Secretary of the 
California Department of Veterans Affairs 
Tom Johnson, Home Administrator Marcella 
McCormack and Deputy Administrator Bart 
Buechner addressed the audience. Secretary 
Johnson presented a Proclamation from Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenneger. The program ended 
with a slide show and a film produced in 1979 
by Dr. Stephen Fisher. A slide show and film 
production in 1979, produced by Dr. Stephen 
Fisher, concluded the ceremonies in the Chapel.

From 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. the Lobby of the 
Lincoln Theater was the scene of tumultuous 
activity – music by Senior Chorale, an Ice Cream 
Social, 125th Anniversary souvenir sales, and a 
historical picture. 

The festivities included the presentation 
of awards and recognitions. Vietnam Veteran 
Tom Fiske, an active participant in the Home’s 
patriotic events, was posthumously inducted to 
the Veterans Home Hall of Fame. Tillie Crossman, 
retiring Chief of Post Fund Enterprises, received 
the first of 125 commemorative medals to be 
awarded to Members and Staff who have gone 
above and beyond to make a difference in the life 
of a Home Member.

As part of the 125th Celebrations, each Home 
Member was given a tote bag filled with 125th 
Anniversary goodies. A 48-page pictorial history 
book was also created by the Public Information 
Office staff as a remembrance and thank you to 
all the Home Members and Staff at the Veterans 
Home.

Veterans Home--125th Founder’s Day Celebration
By Lou Zauner

Continued on the next page.
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On Tues. April 14th the Stop Falls 
Napa Valley Program, in conjunction 

with the Occupational Therapy Dept 
of the Vets Home, will give two 
presentations on Fall Prevention. The 
30 min. presentation will be in the 
Main Dining Room at 10:30am and 
again at 11:45am. There will be several 
informational handouts and “freebies” 
available. Call x4742 if you have any 
questions.

Stop Falls; Stay Independent

Hill's Angels Wheelchair Drill Team Tom Johnson, Secretary CDVA Dr. Stephen Fisher

Marcella M. McCormack, Administrator Mayor Cindy Saucerman & Admn. McCormackBarton Buechner, Dep. Admn. & Sec. Johnson

Admn. McCormack presents special coin to 
Tillie Crossman

Fisk family receives medal on behalf of Tom 
Fisk.

Home celebrates 125 Years
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By Lou Zauner

Baseball Begins
It’s baseball time again. There are 
three games in April: Sunday, April 
12 - Rivercats vs. Tacoma; Saturday, 
April 25 - Oakland vs. Tampa Bay; 
Sunday, April 26 - Rivercats vs. Las 
Vegas.

All trips depart at 10:30am from the 
Main Dining Room bus stop.

Chamber of Commerce trio 
Lynn Yaes, Mayor Cindy 
Saucerman, and Juliett e Riedl.

Bob Hurley and Jerry Lampe 
served guests for Hurley's Res-
taurant and Bar.

On Saturday morning, March 
21, Mayor Cindy Saucerman 

pronounced that the event would be 
“awesome” and the “weather would 
cooperate.” 

Guests swarmed the streets to sample 
fi ne wines, beer and food served by 
wineries, breweries and fi ne restaurants. 
The event was held on Washington 
Street, Edward James Courtyard, Van 
de Lleur Park and Washington Square. 
Vendors included art galleries and 
retail shops. The Johnny Smith Band 
entertained until early aft ernoon. The 
music continued courtesy of Zydeco 
Flames. And the rain stayed away until 
almost closing time.

A $25 Passport included a festival 
wine glass, twelve tickets for tasting and 
entry in the raffl  e drawing. Proceeds 
benefi t non-profi t organizations.  

On Wednesday, March 18, Home 
Members visited the Alameda 

Naval Air Museum. For me, it was 66-
years ago I had visited this site which 
was the Alameda Naval Air Station until 
its closure in 1997. I was privileged, 
as a young sailor, to be invited for 
an aerial trip in a Navy training 
plane with pontoons. We landed in the 
adjacent lagoon that now harbors the 
USS Hornet. 

The site had been mothballed in 1997 
until reconstruction in 2004 re-opened 
it to the public. It is now operated as 
a non-profi t organization by a staff  of 
dedicated volunteers such as tour guide 
Chief B.C. Parry and curator Larry 
Pirack.

Familiar photographs and uniforms 
brought back a fl ood of memories of the 
World War II years. While we strolled 
through each exhibit room a vintage 
radio played the familiar songs of that 
era making the nostalgia even more 
pronounced. The exhibits included ship 
and aircraft  models, medals, newspaper 
articles, Doolitt le Raid memorabilia, 
tools and equipment. 

On the second fl oor, the video theater 
showed a documentary of the USS 
Enterprise, the aircraft  carrier, credited 
with the fi rst sinking of a Japanese 
vessel (submarine) aft er Pearl Harbor. 
Adjacent rooms held exhibits of full-size 

hospital rooms and mannequin patients 
depicting Navy medical care at the Oak 
Knoll Hospital in Oakland. Another 
room had an enormous display of 
aircraft  models and military uniforms. 
The second level also houses the Crow’s 
Nest, a dining and recreation area where 
our hosts had coff ee and cookies waiting 
for us.

Those of us who lived through 
those dramatic war years are still 
impressed by the magnitude of 
America’s productive power at that 
time. And even more, the feeling of 
patriotism and concern for each other 
that existed throughout the country, 
whether military or civilian. It was a gift  
of unimaginable bonding which brought 
our nation to victory.

As I Saw It…A Small Museum & a Huge Historical Repository
By Lou Zauner

Dix Bruce Jazz Band
Thursday, April 9 in the HRA
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Dr. Gooch is sworn in as our new Hospital 
Administrator by Tom Johnson, Secretary of 
the CDVA.
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Thank you, AMVETS, for your  
continued support of the Yountville 
Veterans Home Media Program

After 44-years of service to the 
Veterans Home, our Tillie 

Crossman is about to retire. Tillie’s 
many talents – accountant, auditor, 
caterer, purchasing agent, rental agent, 
billing manager, scheduling supervisor 
– make replacing her a real challenge. 
With all of the duties she has she also 
supervises 40 employees.

Tillie is a Napa, California native and 
she remembers her first day at work at 
the Home in June 1965. It was inventory 
time and everything was counted – 
pencils, erasers and anything that was 
put out for sale. Eventually, the years 
brought one responsibility after another 
and now she has a list of enterprises 
that has made use of her many skills – 
the Coffee Shop, the Post Exchange and 
Hospital Stores (there were two) before 
AFFES handled them, The Tavern, 
Hostess House, the Lodge, Borman 
Field concessions and rental, American 
Legion Baseball housing, RV Park and 

Picnic Ground rentals, Barber Services 
and at one time a Golf-driving Range 
and the Lincoln Theater.  Then there 
are the service organizations that bring 
goodwill to the Home. They need help 
with supplies, provisions and more.

Tillie did leave the Home for a few 
months – twice when her children 
were born and once when she moved 
to Fort Bragg with her husband for a 
brief 3-month stay. To her, the Home 
Members have become extended family. 
Even now, Tillie says, “It’s hard to 
let go--so I’m going out slowly.” She 
intends to make the transition for the 
new management as smooth as possible, 
but she admits to looking forward to 
enjoying her five granddaughters and 
one grandson and participating in their 
sports activities.

Tillie, you are going to be greatly 
missed! What generous service you have 
given to the Home!

Born in the “Hub City” of Alexandria, 
Louisiana, Clyde left high school 

to join the Navy at age 19 before the 
Pearl Harbor attack. He began his 20-
year Navy career with his tour so sea 
duty on the USS Idaho. Clyde finished 
his service as a Quartermaster and 
decorated veteran of World War ll.

Clyde Dufour’s civilian career was 
in food service. He was an owner and 
associate of fine seafood restaurants in 

Tillie was honored by being the 
first to be presented one of the one 
hundred and twenty five special coins 
created for the 125th Anniversary. These 
coins will be presented to individuals 
who have gone above and beyond to 
make a difference in the life of a Home 
Member. Tillie definitely deserves this 
recognition. She has made a difference 
in everyone’s life who knows her. Thank 
you, Tillie for the past 44 years! You are 
incredible.

Tillie Crossman--Intrepid Career Employee
By Lou Zauner

Clyde Dufour – Dedicated to Serve
By Lou Zauner

Vallejo, Rockaway Beach, San Francisco 
and other Bay Area cities. His nature to 
be constantly busy served him well in 
both his military career and in civilian 
life. And yes, there was marriage and 
children and swimming challenges in 
San Francisco.

Today, Clyde still feels his need to 
be busy. He was recently elected as 
Hospital Delegate for Allied Council. 
He is an active supporter of the 
KIKS (Kind Initiative for Kids Shoes) 
Program. He also looks forward to the 
question and answer game of “Trivia” 
when Therapeutic Activities offer the 
opportunity to Hospital Residents. 

Distinctively Irish, “Kith and 
Kin” again brings St. Patrick’s 
Day to the Home with enter-
tainment and music by Michael 
Waterson, Master of Ceremo-
nies; Ron Brunswick, guitar; 
Suzi Gilbert, percussion and 
vocalist; Kathy Brutmarkle, 
Irish drum, vocalist; Linda 
Howard, guitar & accordian; 
Ann Gilleran, violin, mandolin 
& whistle.

Yountville Community Center was 
the first stop en route to River 

Rock Casino on Tuesday, February 
24, and following, the Main Bus Stop 
at the Veterans Home to transport 12 
Home Members to the local “Las Vegas 
Action” complex near Geyserville, 
California. Along with Yountville and 
Napa residents, the bus stopped for 
St. Helena and Calistoga residents to 
join the group for an afternoon of fun 
and possible fortune. The weather was 
exceptionally cooperative to offer a 
panorama of beautiful scenery for the 
90-minute trip.

For machine and table wagering 
aficionados, the Town of Yountville 
sponsors occasional trips to the nearby 
casinos for a modest transportation fee 
with reimbursed casino-play money. 
Watch for announcements of the next 
such trips if you have the inclination to 
test your luck and watch the scenery 
while you relax with comfortable 
transportation provided.

A Casino Invitation--
Come Play with Us!
By Lou Zauner

Regardless of numerous surgeries and 
physical problems to overcome, Clyde 
Dufour has a winning attitude, “You 
have to put life into living!” 

The Veterans Home Video Library 
thanks Mary MacClanahan, Secion 

L, and Paul Mair, Section C, for their 
donations of 10 DVDs each.

Before you buy that DVD, come see 
us. We may have it!

News from the Video Library
March Pinnochle victors were:

1st Place: Dale Oleson & Joe Maynard  
Each won a $30 Gift Certificate to Marie 
Callendar’s

2nd Place: Steve Springston & Cliff 
Lindsey Each won a $20 Gift Certificate 
to Trader Joe’s

The next Pinnochle Tournament is April 
14 at 5:30pm in the HRA.

Pinnochle Winners!


